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She first endeavoured to bring about a coldness be-
tween the two, and this succeeded so well, that in con-
sequence of the quarrels that resulted, the Spanish
Cardinal, Portocarrero (who, it will be remembered,
had played an important part in bringing Philip to
the Spanish throne) wished to quit the Junta. But
Madame des Ursins, who thought that the time had
not yet arrived for this step, persuaded him to remain,
and endeavoured to flatter his vanity by an expedient
altogether ridiculous. She gave him the command of
a regiment of guards, and he, priest, archbishop, pri-
mate, and cardinal, accepted it, and was, of course, well
laughed at by everybody for his pains. The two cardi-
nals soon after became reconciled to each other, feeling,
perhaps, the necessity of uniting against the common
enemy. But they could come to no better understand-
ing with her. Disagreements continued, so that at
last, feeling her position perfectly secure, the Prin-
cesse des Ursins begged permission to retire into Italy,
knowing full well that she would not be taken at her
word, and hoping by this means to deliver herself of
these stumbling-blocks in her path.

Our ministers, who felt they would lose all control
over Spanish affairs if Madame des Ursins was al-
lowed to remain mistress, did all in their power to
support the D'Estrees. But Madame de Maintenon
pleaded so well with the King, representing the good
policy of allowing a woman so much attached to
him, and to the Spanish Queen, as was Madame des
Ursins, to remain where she was, that he entirely swal-
lowed the bait; the D'Estrees were left without sup-
port ; the French ambassador at Madrid was virtually